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Introduction 
In 1527, Henry VIII, king of England, was presented with five handsomely bound and 
illustrated part books by the city of Florence. They contained 60 motets and madrigals by 
the most prominent composers of the day. Sometime in the centuries that followed, the 
book with the altus part became separated from the collection.  

In 1972, when H. Colin Slim made a modern edition of the music from the part books, 
now in the Newberry Library in Chicago, he searched through 16th-century sources for 
other editions of the pieces to extract the altus parts and replace those in the missing part 
book. He found all but ten, and for these he resorted to composing his own altus parts. 

Six years later, in something of a musicological miracle, the missing altus book was 
discovered at St. Mary’s College in Oscott, England. Slim transcribed the previously 
missing ten parts and published them as a supplement. 

The present edition, which includes the four-voice motets transcribed for viols, used as 
primary sources the facsimiles of the part books for the cantus, tenor and bassus parts but, 
of necessity, Slim’s transcriptions of the missing altus part. 

The motets all sit quite naturally in the ranges of treble, tenor, tenor and bass viol and are 
thus presented without transposition. Substituting another tenor viol for the bassus part or 
another bass viol for the second tenor part is practical for nearly all of the motets. A table 
of pitch ranges is included at the end of this edition to help guide such choices. 

Music in this time period often did not include in the printed score or parts notes 
that would lie outside of the musica recta of the ancient hexachords. We are told 
that singers and instrumentalists were trained to recognize where inflections of 
notes were needed and to add them in performance. Although practices and 
theories varied across the composers and time period covered by the motets, these 
added inflections are almost always the adding of a sharp to make what we now 
call a leading tone. Ficta were also required to avoid the interval of an augmented 
fourth, but these are needed much less often. The part books include few of these 
alterations, and in fact I do not think that a sharp sign appears anywhere in the set. 
I have left those decisions to the players. It should be noted that, despite 
differences or ambiguity in theory and practice about some ficta, sources from the 
time are consistent in calling for the final step to a cadence to be by a semitone, 
whether by flatting a descending note or, more commonly, sharping an ascending 
one. See Robert Toft’s Aural Images of Lost Traditions: Sharps and Flats in the 
Sixteenth Century (University of Toronto Press, 1992) for more than you could 
possibly want to know about this topic. 
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Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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5b. Qui confidunt in Domino - secunda pars
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

5b. Qui confidunt in Domino - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)

-97-



192




198

205




213

219

226

232

238

-98-






127

133

140

146

152

158

163

168

173

178

© 2025, Dick Yates, www.musicforviols.org

Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus

5b. Qui confidunt in Domino - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor

5b. Qui confidunt in Domino - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass

5b. Qui confidunt in Domino - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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6a. Ascendens Christus - prima pars
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Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

6a. Ascendens Christus - prima pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus

6a. Ascendens Christus - prima pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)

-113-



69

77

82

95

101

108

114

120

126

-114-






1

11

18

25

32

41

48

54

61

 68

© 2025, Dick Yates, www.musicforviols.org

Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor

6a. Ascendens Christus - prima pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass

6a. Ascendens Christus - prima pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets

6b. Ascendens Christus - secunda pars
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Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

6b. Ascendens Christus - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus

6b. Ascendens Christus - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor

6b. Ascendens Christus - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass

6b. Ascendens Christus - secunda pars
Jean l’Héritier (c. 1480 - after 1551)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets

7. Gaudeamus omnes in Domino
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Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus
            7. Gaudeamus omnes in Domino

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus

7. Gaudeamus omnes in Domino
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor

7. Gaudeamus omnes in Domino

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass

7. Gaudeamus omnes in Domino
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars
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Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)

-147-



25

33

40

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars

-148-



48

55

62

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars

-149-



67

72

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars

-150-






1

8

14

21

27

35

42

51

58

© 2025, Dick Yates, www.musicforviols.org

Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass

8a. Congratulamini mihi omnes - prima pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets

8b. Congratulamini mihi omnes -secunda pars
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Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

8b. Congratulamini mihi omnes -secunda 

pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus

8b. Congratulamini mihi omnes -secunda pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor

8b. Congratulamini mihi omnes -secunda pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass

8b. Congratulamini mihi omnes -secunda pars
Adrian Willaert (1490-1562)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets

9a. Victime pascali laudes - prima pars
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Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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9a. Victime pascali laudes - prima pars
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

9a. Victime pascali laudes - prima pars
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus 

9a. Victime pascali laudes - prima pars
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor 

9a. Victime pascali laudes - prima pars

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass 

9a. Victime pascali laudes - prima pars
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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9b. Victime pascali laudes - secunda pars
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Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

9b. Victime pascali laudes - secunda pars
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - 

Altus 9b. Victime pascali laudes - secunda 

parsPhilippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor 

9b. Victime pascali laudes - secunda pars

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass 

9b. Victime pascali laudes - secunda pars

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets

10a. Ad Dominum cum tribularer - prima pars
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Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Cantus 

10a. Ad Dominum cum tribularer - prima pars
Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Altus 

10a. Ad Dominum cum tribularer - prima pars

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Tenor 

10a. Ad Dominum cum tribularer - prima pars

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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Newberry Part Books: four part motets - Bass 

10a. Ad Dominum cum tribularer - prima pars

Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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10b. Ad Dominum cum tribularer - secunda pars
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Philippe Verdelot (1480 to 1485 - 1530 to 1540)
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